Methods in education: labelling theory

	Phenomenon
	Method used/results
	Named study

	Labelling in primary schools

	Negative labelling of working class children

	Sharp &Green (1975)



	Pro and anti school subcultures
Power of labelling and streaming in a grammar school


	Participant and non-participant observation
Pupils placed in high stream remained committed to values of school and achieved academic success. Those in low streams tended to be working class and suffered loss of self esteem. Label of failure pushes them to search for alternative ways of gaining status. Inverting schools values. Leads to self fulfilling prophesy and school failure

	Lacey (1970)

	Self-fulfilling prophesy and labelling in primary school
	Field experiment

Showed results of teacher expectations on pupil achievement both positively and negatively


	Rosenthal and Jacobson (1968)

	High and low status knowledge

	Working class and black pupils less likely to be perceived by teachers as having ability and placed in lower sets entered for lower tier GCSE’s. Widens the class gap in achievemnet
	Gilborn and Youdell

(2001)


	Labelling
And image of ‘ideal pupil’
	Interviews
Teachers saw middle class children as closest to ideal and working class badly behaved and lacking ability. Working class pupils put in lower stream. Locked into teachers’ low expectations and under achieve. Middle class pupils put in higher streams

	Becker (1971)

	Study of American educational counsellors in high school

	Labelling disadvantages working class students. Counsellers play vital role in deciding which students will get on to academic courses. Judged students on basis of class/race

	Cicourel and Kitsuse (1963)

	Labelling and streaming in a secondary modern school

Abolishing streaming
	Boys placed in low streams and labelled worthless. Formed delinquent subcultures to gain status
When school abolished banding influence of anti-school subculture declined, but differentiation based on class still

	Hargreaves (1967)
Ball (1981)


